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A2

NEWS
NEWS BRIEFS
Carleton Players present
Shakespeare’s Measure for
Measure this weekend

Cows and Contentment:
News in Northfield
BY SCOTT FOX
STAFF WRITER

The Carleton Players will present their first production of the academic year, Shakespeare’s timeless
comedy Measure for Measure, at 8 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday, October 30 and 31 and November 6 and 7,
in the College’s Arena Theater. This show is free and
open to the public; reservations are encouraged.
Measure for Measure was first performed over 400
years ago, but Ruth Weiner, Players’ director and
Class of 1944 Professor of Theater and the Liberal
Arts, describes this production as modern, or even
contemporary. “I hope the performance will be both
special and unique for the actors’ deep understanding
of the text and their creation of compelling characters
who embody the ideas behind the language – and also
speak the language clearly,” says Weiner.
Measure for Measure is one of Shakespeare’s greatest
comedies, centering on the events in Vienna when the
good but lenient Duke takes leave of his post, entrusting it to the far stricter and more moralistic Lord
Angelo. The drama of the play revolves around the
fate of Claudio, a man jailed under the new regime for
impregnating his unmarried lover. The plot contains
the mistaken identities and numerous characters in
disguise that are typical of a Shakespearean comedy,
but it is known as a more problematic play than many
of his other comedies because the protagonists are
complex and embody significant vices along with
virtues.
“We wanted to do a Shakespeare and Measure for
Measure, a comedy, raises really interesting questions
about morality, identity and one's knowledge of oneself, the relationship between law and justice,” adds
Weiner.
This event is sponsored by Carleton Department of
Theater and Dance. Reservations can be made by calling (507) 222-4471.For further information and disability accommodations, contact Danette DeMann at
(507) 222-4301. The Arena Theater is located at the
end of Nevada Street in Northfield.

SECURITY BLOTTER
Thursday, October 22
 11:20 a.m., student suffering from flu-like symptoms
was transported by ambulance to Northfield Hospital.

H1N1 changes hospital visitor
policy
Foreheads are heating up all
across Northfield. 11 patients have
been confirmed as having H1N1 at
Northfield Hospital in the past two
weeks. The sudden surge of cases
has forced new changes in
Northfield Hospital’s visitor policy.
The hospital is requesting that
only immediate family members
visit patients and that they limit the
visiting party’s number to three at a
time. Those with influenza-like illness should not visit either. The
new policies aim to contain the flu
and keep the hospital less crowded.
The emergency room has become
busier recently with an increasing
number of patients arriving with
flu-like symptoms. Northfield
Hospital Chief Operating Office
Mary Crow stated that about ten
people with flu-like symptoms come
to the ER every day, placing an
extra strain on the Hospital in this
difficult time.
Hospital staff
received the H1N1 vaccine to protect them from the virus this week.
Supplies of the vaccine have not yet
been released to the public.
October has brought the H1N1
virus
to
Minnesota.
Five
Minnesotans have died in the past
two weeks from the virus, bringing
the state total to 12. Since July,
there have been 17 confirmed cases

of H1N1 at Northfield Hospital.
To help reduce the number of
people pouring into ER rooms
statewide, Minnesota FluLine, a
24-hour hotline to help those with
flu-like symptoms, was introduced
last week. By FluLine’s second
day, the hotline had already gotten
1,100 calls and needed extra staff
to handle the overload. The hotline allows nurses to prescribe antiviral medicine over the phone for
patients.
Police get bus
You might think it would be okay
to drink outside underage around
that bus, until you discover that
the bus is actually a police vehicle!
The Northfield Police Department
recently bought a used Northfield
transit bus to serve as a traveling
command station. It hopes to have
the bus up and running for use by
January.
The bus will be equipped with up
to $12,000 worth of equipment
including portable radios, a dispatch station, a weather-monitoring radar unit, and wireless
Internet. The traveling command
post will be used to help police and
emergency services coordinate their
roles on the scene of a major accident, disaster or emergency. The
bus will also come in use when large
numbers of police are needed such
as at during the Defeat of Jesse
James Days and SWAT team
deployments.

NPD previously tried to convert a
trailer the department bought as a
command post but they decided
that the bus is much more “mobile”
than a trailer.
Swanson wants to stay as city
attorney
Maren Swanson wants to remain
the Northfield city attorney,
according to a letter to the
Northfield mayor and City Council.
Swanson has served as city attorney
for twenty years but that relationship may end soon.
Earlier
this
month,
City
Administrator Joel Wallinski said
that his staff would recommend to
the City Council to hire two other
attorneys to represent the city in its
civil matters and to serve as its
prosecutor.
Swanson was unaware that the
city would be dismissing her and her
firm, the Lampe Law Group.
However she stated in her letter
that should the city want to retain
her law partner, Tim Morissette, as
city prosecutor but not keep her,
her firm would be willing to negotiate its hourly rate.
Mayor Mary Rossing said that the
recommendation not to continue
with Lampe Law Group was not
based on the firm’s performance.

John Harris ’85 criticizes “freak show”
politics and the media’s encouragement
BY ALEXANDRE ADRIAN
STAFF WRITER

Friday, October 23
 10:0 p.m., Security transported a student who had
an unspecified condition to Northfield Hospital.
 11:00 p.m., an intoxicated student visiting from
another Northfield college was transported by ambulance to
Northfield Hospital.
Saturday, October 24
 7:15 p.m., students were discovered in possession of
marijuana and smoking paraphernalia.
 11:20 p.m.,students were discovered in an inappropriate location on campus.
 11:30 p.m., a recent Carleton grad was observed
breaking a window in a dormitory.
 11:45 p.m., an intoxicated student was transported by
ambulance to Northfield Hospital.
 11:55 p.m., a visitor, who was observed in a struggle
with a student, was arrested by Northfield Police.
Sunday, October 25
 1:15 a.m., a fight was reported at the Sayles dance party
between students from St. Olaf and Carleton.
 1:35 a.m., a fire alarm was reported at Severance Hall.
Someone had intentionally set off the alarm. No fire.
 8:05 a.m., Security transported a student suffering from
flu-like symptoms to Northfield Hospital.
 6:50 p.m., a fire alarm was reported at Brooks House.
The carbon monoxide detector was the cause of the alarm.
No fire.
 11:15 p.m., several students were discovered in possession of marijuana and smoking paraphernalia.
Monday, October 26
 3:50 a.m., Security transported a student suffering
from flu-like symptoms to Northfield Hospital.
 7:45 p.m., the same visitor arrested by police on 10/24
was issued a trespassing citation by a different police officer.
 8:10 p.m., Security transported a student suffering from
an unknown condition to Northfield Hospital.
Tuesday, October 27
 3:55 p.m., Security transported a student suffering
from a cut finger to Northfield Urgent Care.
 8:35 p.m., a fire alarm was reported at Brooks House.
The carbon monoxide detector again was the cause of the
alarm. No fire.
 10:35 p.m.,a student suffering from breathing difficulties was transported by ambulance to Northfield Hospital.
Wednesday, October 28
 3:40 a.m., Security transported a student suffering
from flu-like symptoms to Northfield Hospital.
 8:15 p.m., Security transported a student suffering
from flu-like symptoms to Northfield Hospital.
 10:00 p.m., Security transported a student suffering
from flu-like symptoms to Northfield Hospital.
 10:35 p.m.,Security transported a student suffering
from flu-like symptoms to Northfield Hospital.
 11:35 p.m.,a student suffering from breathing difficulties was transported by ambulance to Northfield Hospital.
-Randy Atchison, Security Services

Alumnus John Harris ’85 is always
happy to revisit the college that still
provides him with a foundation for
his life. The purpose of his most
recent visit was to speak at last
Friday’s convocation about “a type
of politics that encourages attacks
and promotes people, behavior, and
ideas that would normally be on the
fringe,” or what he calls, “freak
show” politics.
It was at Carleton that the founder
and editor of the popular website
politico.com “stumbled into journalism” after writing for a friend at
the Carletonian, explained Jane
Sturges ’10 in her introduction. The
values he learned at Carleton not
only informed his journalism when
he went to work at the Washington
Post two days after graduating but
also provided him with a moral compass that he still uses today.
This is a compass, Harris said,
that seems to be increasingly obsolete in the modern media world.
According to Harris, the problem
with freak show politics and the
media is not that it is polarizing; in
fact, the U.S. has been far more
polarized in the past. Instead, the
problem is that the freak show
“offers incentives for a type of argument that attacks motives,” said
Harris.
By attacking motives, the freak
show encourages attacks not just on
policies but on people as well, which
then encourages conspiracy theories
and the belief that everyone who
disagrees with you is fundamentally
corrupt. Additionally, the freak
show is different from typical polarization because “polarization is being
consciously cultivated and used as a
marketing tool by political operatives,” said Harris.
As an example of the way the
freak show works, Harris mentioned
Rep. Joe Wilson, who heckled
president Obama during a speech on
health care. Although Mr. Wilson
apologized profusely for his outburst, his two words gained him
nation-wide fame and recognition.
He was soon raking in donations and
had gone from “the epitome of an
obscure backbencher” to a fundraising giant in the GOP. This popularity and the money that came with it
are the rewards of freak show poli-
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Founder of politico.com and Carleton alum John Harris spoke at convocation about the loss of a moral compass in today’s media.
tics.
Harris admitted to concerned students that the driving force of the
freak show, which is the removal of
a filter on the public news due to the
Internet, is what has made his
politico.com project so successful.
As media viewers become increasingly focused in their tastes, his
website must be focused on a certain
type of political process to appeal to
its narrow audience of beltway insiders and news junkies.
However,
he
distanced
politico.com from the freak show by
stating that although it was part of
the new web based media, it has one
“critical difference.” This difference
is standards. Unlike a normal blog,
politico.com is edited, and the editors are held responsible for the
website’s contents.
Furthermore, both sides of the
political spectrum are becoming
increasingly drawn to the freak
show. Where previously Harris’
hate mail was almost exclusively
from right wingers, he now regularly receives hate mail from both liberals and conservatives accusing him
of being biased towards certain
groups.
Harris believes Obama is in a great
position to “slay the freak show
dragon” and restore a degree of
civility to American discourse.
Obama is “supremely rational,”
made campaign promises to decrease

the polarization associated with the
freak show, and has a vested personal interest in fighting it. With his
unusual background, he is already
“the other,” and it is not difficult for
the freak show to stir up extreme
anger against him, said Harris.
However, Harris also believes
that political realities constrain
Obama from acting against the freak
show. For one thing, he ran on a
campaign to bring sweeping changes
to Washington, which will by
necessity polarize the nation.
What’s more, he is also surrounded
by political operatives who are
“practitioners of an old style of politics” where the most comfortable
place to be is on the attack, an attitude that feeds the freak show.
In order to fight the freak show,
Harris believes that everyone
involved must do his or her part.
Politicians must remember that politics is ultimately “the search for
remedy,” and without substantive
proposals on policy, they only feed
political polarization by railing
against their opponents and not
offering solutions. Journalists, on
the other hand, must defend fairness and neutrality. These are the
values of the old establishment journalism that Harris was so fond of and
that has crumbled in an age of free
information and freak show attack
politics.

